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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1 . - 20. (canceled) 

21 . (currently amended) A document search method executed by a document 
search system having a processor, an input device, a memory, and an output device, 
for finding a document relevant to a search condition from object documents as 
search objects, comprising the steps of: 

acquiring a seed text which is inputted as the search condition via the input 
device: 

partitioning , bv the processor, each- the object document into a plurality of 

blocks; 

calculating , bv the processor, a similarity of each block of-th e each object 
document to the seed text; 

judging , bv the processor, whether or not the calculated similarity of each 
block satisfies a predetermined condition; 

ca l cu l at i ng a s i m il ar i ty of tho object documont as a who l o to tho sood toxt, 
basod on tho ca l cu l ated s i m il ar i ty of oach block to tho sood toxt; 

calculating, bv the processor, as an inclusion degree for each object 
document, a ratio of the number of blocks thereof that are judged as satisfying said 



2 



U.S. Application No. 10/671,718 

predetermined condition to the total number of the plurality of blocks resulting from 
the partitioning of the object document; 

outputt i ng for d i sp l ay a li st of object documents show i ng oach object 
document i n assoc i at i on w i th tho ca l culated i nclus i on dogroo thorofor, and i n 
assoc i at i on w i th tho s i m il ar i ty of oach li sted object document as a who l e to tho sood 

prov i d i ng an i nterface for sott i ng a thresho l d va l uo for sa i d i nc l us i on dogroo 
and a thresho l d va l ue for sa i d s i m il ar i ty; and 

d i sp l ay i ng on l y thos e obj e ct docum e nts i n th e form of a li st of s e arch r e su l ts 
that sat i sfy both of or on e of sa i d thr e shold valu e s 

calculating, by the processor, a total similarity of each unpartitioned object 
document as a whole to the seed text: and 

outputting. via the output device, a search result of inputting the search 
condition, the search result including an identifier of each object document, the 
calculated inclusion degree of each object document to the seed text, and the 
calculated total similarity of each unpartitioned object document as a whole to the 
seed text . 

22. (currently amended) A document search system having a processor, an 
input device, a memory, and an output device, for finding a document relevant to a 
search condition from object documents as search objects, comprising: 

a seed4es 4 text acquisition module , including a program stored in the memory 
which acquires a seed text as the search condition when executed by the processor ; 



3 



U.S. Application No. 10/671,718 

a partitioning module , including a program stored in the memory which 
partitions-tfre each object document into a plurality of blocks when executed by the 
processor ; 

a similarity calculation module , including a program stored in the memory 
which calculates a similarity of each block of-th e each object document to the seed 
text , and judges whether or not the calculated similarity of each block satisfies a 
predetermined condition, when executed by the processor ; 

an inclusion degree calculation module , including a program stored in the 
memory which judg e s wh e th e r or not the ca l cu l at e d s i m il ar i ty of e ach b l ock sat i sf ie s 
a pr e d e t e rm i n e d cond i t i on; ca l cu l at e s a s i milarity of th e obj e ct docum e nt as a who le 
to tho sood toxt, basod on tho ca l cu l ated similar i ty of oach b l ock to tho sood toxt; 
and calculates, as an inclusion degree for each object document, a ratio of the 
number of blocks thereof that are judged as satisfying said predetermined condition 
to the total number of the plurality of blocks resulting from the partitioning of the 
object document , when executed by the processor ; 

a total similarity calculation module, including a program stored in the memory 
which calculates a total similarity of each unpardoned object document as a whole 
to the seed text; and 

an output module , including a program stored in the memory which outputs-feF 
d i sp l ay a li st of object documents showing oach objoct document i n assoc i at i on w i th 
tho ca l cu l ated i nc l us i on dogroo thorofor, and in assoc i at i on w i th tho s i m il ar i ty of oach 
li sted objoct document as a who l o to tho sood toxt; and 

an i ntorfaco for sott i ng a threshold va l ue for sa i d i nc l us i on dogroo and a 
thresho l d va l uo for sa i d s i m il ar i ty; 
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whoro i n tho output modu l o further outputs for d i sp l ay on l y thoso object 
documonts i n the form of a li st of search resu l ts that sat i sfy both of or ono of sa i d 
thresho l d va l ues via the output device a search result of inputting the search 
condition, the search result including an identifier of each object document, the 
calculated inclusion degree of each object document to the seed text, and the 
calculated total similarity of each unpartitioned object document as a whole to the 
seed text . 

23. - 24. (canceled) 

25. (new) The document search method according to claim 21 , further 
comprising the steps of: 

providing an interface for setting a threshold value for said inclusion degree 
and a threshold value for said total similarity; and 

outputting via the output device only those object documents in the form of a 
list of search results that satisfy one or both of said threshold values. 

26. (new) The document search system according to claim 22, further 
comprising an interface for setting a threshold value for said inclusion degree and a 
threshold value for said total similarity, 

wherein the output module further outputs only those object documents in the 
form of a list of search results that satisfy one or both of said threshold values. 
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